08.]                                MR. JEREMIAH MASON.                                    87

In stature, Mr. Mason, in the prime of life, stood six feet and
iven inches. His frame was proportionately massive; his
.ovements were slow and deliberate; and, as if from the iiicon-
aiience of always towering above the majority of mankind,
5 had a habit of stooping a good deal. This peculiarity, and
i absence of most of the external signs of great mental exer-
311, made him often appear like a man who did not choose to
it forth more than half of his natural strength of body or of
ind. His countenance was almost as heavy as that of Dr.
>hnson ; while in the grasp of his intellect, in his sententious
isdorn, and in a certain contempt for every thing tliat was
)t absolutely true when measured by the severest standards,
3 was not unlike that celebrated person. His head did not
ppear to be large, in comparison with the majestic propor-
ons of his body; and the forehead, contrary to the usual rule
. men of great intellect, was somewhat retreating. A stranger,
eing him in public, seated in a posture which denoted an ap-
irent sluggishness of temperament, might have taken him for
dull man, if the constant watchfulness of his eyes had not
sealed the unceasing alertness and activity of his mind. As
3 imposing form rose slowly, and he straightened himself by
grees to as great a height as he ever permitted himself to at-
in, all doubt as to what he was, or what he was about to do,
nislaed from the spectator's thoughts, when the first words
ached his ears. He had no rhetoric whatever. He used no
stures. His pronunciation was quaint, sometimes provin-
tl; but his choice of language was unerring. He disdained
ery ornament but the ornament of perfect clearness. His
icourse was the embodiment of pure reason, the expression of
irresistible logic. "When he dealt with evidence, he made it
ish the intellect of his hearer into conviction. When he dealt
bh principles of law, he handled them with such a simplicity,
:1 made them so lucid, and fitted them so exactly to his case,
it one could scarcely avoid believing that, if on the particular
sasion he was wrong, the law itself had always been wrong.
He was, indeed, a consummate master of the common, law.
the other parts of jurisprudence, he was not what would! be
lOtmted very learned ; at least, there were many men of his
le who knew more of what the books contained, in several